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March 25, 2021   
 
Dear AVECO colleague, 

Registration is now open for the AVECO 2021 conference! 

This last year has been emotional as we grieve for the loss of family or friends, recuperate from illnesses of our own 
or adjust to our new normal of mask wearing, virtual learning and remote work. No one will forget 2020. 

However, the distribution of the vaccines give us hope that we can come back together safely for an in-person 
conference.  This will not be like any conference AVECO has hosted in the past, but we believe as in years past that 
everyone will receive invaluable training, and the added bonus of being able to look into the eyes of a colleague they 
only see once a year at the annual training conference.  I for one have missed seeing all of you!  

Providing valuable training without compromising or risking the health and safety of attendees and staff is our most 
important objective. In order to protect attendees and comply with federal and state guidelines, we will be: 

1. Adhering to federal and state health guidelines, including establishing organizational health and safety 
measures. 

2. Limiting and changing our meal structure to adhere to Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
guidelines and best practices for hotel catering. 

3. Planning and budgeting for a much smaller number of in-person attendees than ever before; we are 
planning for three quarters of our normal national conference attendees, which will allow us to more easily 
implement safety protocol. 

We understand that many may choose not to attend, or will be unable to attend. While our budget and prior contracts 
will not allow us to accommodate the cancellation of our in-person conference we are putting together both in-person 
and virtual conference options. Those who register will have access to go back and view the recorded event for up to 
a year in our conferencing tool – Whova - which will include access to audio, video, Q&As throughout the conference 
and attendee networking.  

We ask that members who wish to register for the AVECO in-person conference do so as soon as possible, so we 
may communicate with the hotel about the anticipated number of attendees. If for unforeseen reasons we are unable 
to hold an in-person conference, registrants for the on-site conference will have their registrations automatically 
canceled without penalty. Conversion to the online modality will have to be completed through a secondary 
registration.  

Thank you all for the work that you do to serve our veteran and military community’s nationwide.  This past year you 
each did your part in reducing the impact of closures, conversions or cancelations due to COVID-19 on your students 
and campuses.  Your dedication and passion to serving veterans, active duty members and their families is why 
AVECO exists. 

See you soon! 

Sincerely, 

 

Andrea Wheeler 

AVECO President 

 

https://www.stlouis-mo.gov/government/departments/health/communicable-disease/covid-19/guidance/
https://editor.wix.com/html/editor/web/renderer/render/document/f49d5aa5-2904-4774-b2de-d819e371ff64/copy-of-membership?dsOrigin=Editor1.4&editorSessionId=df2f1862-62ac-4c3a-af5d-dc7fddee306a&esi=df2f1862-62ac-4c3a-af5d-dc7fddee306a&isEdited=true&isSantaEditor=true&lang=en&metaSiteId=004e2570-eda3-4e19-8a27-854fc07decfb
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/large-gatherings.html
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